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health visitor and nurse in view of the alarming infantile Imortality prevailing in the poorer districts of the town. The

mortality last year among infants was 212 per 1000-a number
exceeding the infantile death-rate in even one of the lowest
and poorest localities in Glasgow.

University of Aberdeen: Cancer -Research Fellowship.
At a meeting of the Senatus of the University of Aberdeen

held last week, the Medical Faculty reported that an appoint-
. ment had now been made to the Fellowship for Cancer
Research recently instituted in the University by the Hon. A.
McRoberts, the gentleman appointed being Mr. Bertie R. G.
Russell, M.B., Ch.B. Aberd., who is at present practising at
Ilford, Essex. The value of the Fellowship is &pound; Z00 per
annum. Dr. Russell was winner of the Anderson research

scholarship in connexion with the University of Aberdeen.
Great North of Scotland -Rail7vay Ambulance Competition.
The eighth annual competition for the silver challenge cup

presented by the directors of the Great North of Scotland
Railway Company for the team most proficient in ambulance
work was held on Saturday of last week at Inverurie under
the auspices of the St. Andrew’s Ambulance Association.
The competition is open to teams of five men each drawn
from the servants of the company and the Joint Station
Committee who have gained ambulance certificates or hold
medallions of proficiency in the work. Four teams entered-
Aberdeen Guards, Elgin Station, Locomotive No. 2, and
Locomotive No. 1. The result was as follows :-

General Bandaging, Transport Totalknowledge. &c..

1. Locomotive No. 2...... 77 ... 83 ... 82... 243
2. Aberdeen Guards...... 76t... 75 ... 84 ... 2352
3. Locomotive No. 1...... &deg;712 ... 74 ... 87 ... 233
4. Elgin Station......... 75 ... 75 ... 78 ... 228

It may be mentioned that since the inauguration of the com-
petition in 1900 the locomotive department has gained the
cup five times-namely, in 1900, 1901, 1904, 1906, and 1907,
while the Aberdeen guards were successful in 1902, 1903,
and 1905.
June 4th. 
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IRELAND.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Public Health of Belfast.
AT the last weekly meeting of the Belfast health com-

mittee; held on May 30th, it was reported that there were
22 cases of cerebro-spinal meningitis notified for the week
ended May 25th, as compared with 24 in the previous week,
the total cases up to the date named being 465 and the
total deaths 336. The cases recently admitted are of a

milder type. The Registrar-General, Mr. Robert E. Matheson,
has issued a special return relative to the epidemic for the
quarter ended March 30th which gives some interesting
statistics with regard to age and sex incidence. During
the week ended May 25th the death-rate of Belfast was
23’1 1 per 1000, and during the four weeks ended at that
date there were 221 notifications of infectious disease.-
At the usual monthly meeting of the Belfast city corporation,
held on June 3rd, it was reported that between April 14th
and May 18th the general death-rate of Belfast was 23&deg;’7.
The report of the medical officer of health was largely
statistical, but a comparison of Belfast with smaller Irish
towns like Cork, Limerick, and Londonderry is unfortunate.
The bolder lessons to be drawn by comparison with towns of
equal size in England and Scotland should be given to the
population. The complete scheme for the new asylum put
forward by the chairman of the asylum committee has been
dropped on the ground of expense, and preliminary plans are
to be prepared for extensions at Pardysburn to consist
of administrative buildings, places of worship, and four
additional villas.

Queen’s College, Belfast.
It will be recollected that about a year ago Sir Donald

Currie, who gave the munificent sum of .620,000 to the
equipment fund of Queen’s College, Belfast, in reply to a
request from the students, promised also that, if by June,
1907, a sum of .S.3750 was raised he would contribute .61250,
so that 5000 might be available for an athletic ground
adequately equipped. The students thought that the best

plan was to organise a great fete, and this was opened on
May 30th by Mrs. Wisely, a daughter of Sir Donald Currie,
and it has been in full swing every weekday until the evening
of June 3rd. Unfortunately, the weather was most inclement
and interfered with the outside shows," but it is hoped that
the desired sum will be raised to fulfil Sir Donald Currie’s
offer. The students and their friends worked very hard to
make the fancy fair a success.

The Weather.

During the past week the weather in the North of Ireland
has been very severe, cold, wet, and stormy, so that up to the
present there is no appearance of summer.
June 4th.

WALES AND WESTERN COUNTIES NOTES.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

Infantile Mortality in Newport.
THE question of infantile mortality has for some years

occupied the attention of the sanitary committee of the
Newport (Mon.) corporation. During the five years 1896-1900
the infantile mortality rate in the borough was 170 per 1000
births and in the five years 1901-05 it was 142 per 1000.
These figures show that the efforts made by the sanitary
authority to reduce the mortality have not been without
effect. It is of interest to note that water carriage is almost
universal in Newport, so that there has been no abolition of
privy middens, to the existence of which in the midland and
northern towns the large amount of infantile mortality is so
often attributed. In a recent exhaustive and instructive

report the medical officer of health (Dr. J. Howard-Jones)
points out that the chief measures by means of which
the amount of child mortality may be reduced include
(1) the education of the expectant mother in respect
to the great importance of attending to her personal
health and of making every effort to bring up her
child at the breast; (2) education of the girls in the higher
standards in domestic hygiene and temperance and the
formation of continuation classes in these subjects ; (3) the
notification of all births within 48 hours to the medical
officer of health ; (4) measures for the better protection of
infants, such as the strict supervision of illegitimate and
farmed-out children ; (5) measures operating through the
mother, such as the feeding of expectant and suckling
mothers ; (6) measures for providing a pure milk-supply for
hand-fed infants ; and (7) measures for promoting cleanliness
outside the homes. Dr. Howard-Jones considers that in the
past too much attention has been paid to the provision of pure
milk depots instead of obviating the necessity for them by
inducing mothers to nurse their offspring. He suggests that
the midwives in practice in the town should be asked to
cooperate in the work of persuading their patients to adopt
breast-feeding and that there should be an organised system
of visitation of the mothers for the purpose of educating
them in regard to infant and domestic hygiene.

Cardiff Police Surgeons.
The Cardiff corporation has decided not to appoint a chief

surgeon to the city police. A recommendation to make such
an appointment was made last year by the head constable
who proposed that the duties of the surgeon should be to
examine all recruits for admission to the police force and to
the fire brigade, to’ examine and to report upon cases of
constables recommended for temporary pensions in con-

sequence of incapacity, to deliver ambulance lectures and to
consult with the divisional surgeons in cases of suspicious
death where a second opinion was required. Until 1901
there was only one police surgeon in Cardiff but early in that
year three surgeons were appointed, each with a separate
division.

Notification of Pulmonary Tuberculosis in Shrewsbury.
The Shrewsbury town council has resolved on the recom-

mendation of the medical officer of health (Mr. M. Gepp) to
adopt a system of voluntary notification by the medical
practitioners in the town of cases of pulmonary tuberculosis
and to offer to disinfect, free of cost to the occupier, every
house which has been vacated by a consumptive patient.

i June 4th.


